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“middle” and the like. Now it is essen¬ 
tial that each study have a window. Oth- 

would not have been used for study. And 
this means, as Mr. T. Mott Shaw point¬ 
ed out early in our research, that the only 
possible shape of the Old College was 
the so-called open quadrangle, a main 
building with two wings. Take the list 
of chambers and studies which we have 
printed below, and see if you can get 
light into all the studies any other way! 
Roughly, the shape was like a thick, 
square letter E lying on its back; the 
straight south facade, broken only by a 
porch, overlooking Braintree Street (now 


Massachusetts Avenue), the wings and 
turret looking north in the yard. 

If the founders of Harvard had been 
strangers to this form of construction, we 
might have doubted our reasoning. But 
it so happens that the open quadrangle 
was the fashionable plan for college 
buildings at the University of Cam¬ 
bridge, in the days when our founders 
were students. Oxford never abandoned 
the closed quadrangle of the Middle 
Ages; but Dr. Caius of Cambridge, the 
eminent physician who became the sec¬ 
ond founder and eponym of Caius Col¬ 
lege, built a new court in 1565, in which 
one whole side was left open to admit 
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THIRD FLOOR PLAN 
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the old Cantabrigians on the first Har¬ 
vard Board of Overseers were casting 
about for some plan that would look col¬ 
legiate and yet not ruin the Colony by 
the expense of building, Master Wilson 
produced from his memories of Eton a 
rough sketch which became the basis of 
the Old College plan. 

We may now proceed to the question 
of chambers and studies. The arrange¬ 


ment of these at Harvard for a century 
and a half from its foundation, continued 
a medieval tradition. Both words in the 
Harvard records are to be understood in 
their medieval sense. A “Chamber” (cu- 
biculum ) was a large rectangular room 
which was used as a dormitory' for three 
or more students; a Study (stadium, mu- 
saeum, musueoluni), was a small closet¬ 
like apartment, structurally comprised 
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TWO CHAMBERS WITH THEIR. STUDIES 

EMMANUEL COLLEGE 

MIDDLE PLOOR. OP BRICK BUILDING, 1633 
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TYPICAL ARRANGEMENT OP HALL.fiUTTERJES AND KITCHEN 
IN GR.OUND FLOOR- PLAN 
OF 

MANOR. HOUSE OR. COLLEGE 
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covered with boards placed up and down, 
as in later buildings, for the impressions 
on the plaster showed the marks of the 
laths, their dimensions, their distance 
apart; that they were made of split pine 
nailed to hewn oak studding, not di¬ 
rectly to the outside boards; and that 
the space between the studding and the 
outside covering was filled with coarse 
salt-marsh grass for protection against 
the cold. To determine the character of 
this insulating material, we made a se¬ 
ries of impressions in plaster of pan's of 
white-pine needles, scrub-pine needles, 
cat-o-nine-tail reeds, fine salt-marsh 
grass and coarse salt-marsh grass. The 
marks left by the coarse salt-marsh grass, 
an abundance of which must have been 
easily obtained from the salt-marsh just 
west of the Post, gave us the desired in¬ 
formation. The same procedure deter¬ 
mined the kind of wood which had been 
used for studding and laths. 

That one of the two rooms was lined 
with pine sheathing, beaded along one 
edge with a simple ogee beading, was 
indicated by the impressions on a frag¬ 
ment of plaster which had lain against 


such a board. As this particular frag¬ 
ment of plaster was found within the 
area of the west room, near the fire¬ 
place, it was decided to line this room 
with pine sheathing nailed horizontally 
to the studding, and to lath and plaster 
the small room. A section of wall in 
the latter room has been left unplas¬ 
tered, but covered with a piece of plate 
glass, to show the construction. 

(3) The evidence revealed by the 
impressions on the plaster is substantiat¬ 
ed in two different contemporary orig¬ 
inal documentary sources: (a) the re¬ 
port by Isaack DeRasiere, written in the 
Dutch language a short time after his 
visit to the Post and to New Plymouth, 
in October, 1627, and (b) the journal 
of a voyage to New York and the sur¬ 
rounding country in 1679-80, written 
in French by Jaspar Dankers and Peter 
Sluytcr, of Wiewerd, in Friesland. 

In the report by DeRasiere, the con¬ 
struction of this very trading house is de¬ 
scribed in three words: "gccloofde ex ken 
flanken.” Translated by two eminent 
scholars, G. Romeyn Brodhead, who dis¬ 
covered the MS., and Prof. William J. 
Hull, who revised Brodhead’s transla¬ 
tion, these words mean “hewn oak 
flanks.” But just what arc flanks? Prac¬ 
tical architects and builders who have de¬ 
voted years to the study of earliest Co¬ 
lonial buildings and to whom this ques¬ 
tion was submitted, agree that planks 
were heavy boards, two or more inches 
in thickness, and that they were never 

Now, as above related, the impressions 
on the plaster found in the ruins of the 
Post, proved that the building was 
“studded,” not planked, that is to say, it 
must have been covered on the outside 
with clapboards or weatherboarding. 

Turning for a moment to the journal 
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of Dankcrs and Sluytcr, let us see what 
they had to say about the manner in 
which English settlers built their houses. 
They wrote: 

“Most of the English and many oth¬ 
ers, have their houses made of nothing 
but clapboards, as they call them there, 
in this manner: they first make a wood¬ 
en frame, the same as they do in West¬ 
phalia, and at Altona, but not so strong; 
they then split the boards of clapwood, 
so that they are like cooper’s pipe staves, 
except thay are not bent. These are made 
very thin, with a large knife, so that the 
thickest end is about a pinck (little fin¬ 
ger) thick, and the other is made sharp, 
like the edge of a knife. They are about 
5 or 6 feet long and are nailed on the 
outside of the frame with the ends lapped 
over each other. They are not usually 
laid so close together as to prevent you 
from sticking a finger between them, in 
consequence either of their not being 
well joined, or the boards being crooked. 
When cold and windy the best people 
plaster them with clay. Such are most all 
the English houses in the country, except 


those they have which were built of other 

We know that the Fortune went back 
to England December 13, 1621, “laden 
with good clapboard as full as she could 
Stowe,” and that the Anne, returning at 
the end of July or early August, 1623, 
was “in a short time laden with clap- 
bord by the help of many hands.” Un¬ 
doubtedly some of these clapboards, on 
arrival in England, went into the man¬ 
ufacture of casks, but our studies in Eng¬ 
land indicate that clapboards were used 
also for outside covering of timber- 
framed country buildings at a very early 
date. Whether these shipments were for 
barrel staves or for covering buildings 
is immaterial. The point is, the English 
at New Plymouth early knew how to 
make clapboards. 

In the light of the above we wondered 
if the translators of DeRasiere’s report 
had not technically erred. Desirous of 
seeing for ourselves just what DeRasiere 
had written, we obtained from the 
Rijksarchief at The Hague, through the 
kindness and influence of the late Sen- 
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means for the disposal of estates or collections of fine 
antiques, paintings, libraries, and objets-d’art in suitably 
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